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GEORGEW. OIILDS.

A copy of the POoBLIo LEDGBR lies before

us, dated Philadelphia, March 25, 1836, and

being the first number of that paper, now in

its fortyArst year. It is a lüttle sheet of 15

by 13 inches in dimensions, but is important

for several reasons.

In theé first place, as being the type of the

éarliest issues of pennypapers in America,

and, in the second place, as having been

the foundation of the fortune of the gentle—

man, some particulars concerning whose

lfe we propose to offer in this place.

GEORGB WV. CIILDsS was born in Balti-

more in 1829, and éven in his éarliest years

gave token of the earnestness, perseverance,

and industry vhich have served to build up

and sustain both his character and his

fortune. Mhen only thirteen years of age



4

he entéred the United States Navy, in which

service he only remained fikteen months,

gaining, howeéver, it is probable, rough

this experience, that sense of order and that

spirit of discipline which have marked both

his own conduct and his dürection of affairs

ever since. When fifteen years old young

Childs went from Baltimore to Philadelphia.

Hée was successful in obtaining a situation

in à publishing house, where he so proved

himself to his employer as possessing not
only the attributes we have mentioned, but

sagacity and good judgment as well, that he

was spécially deputed, as à portion of his

duty, to attend auction sales and purchase

books for the house with which he was con-

nected. After aà time the face of young

Childs grew to be familiar to bookseéllers

throughout the country as representing this

establishment at the annual trade sales in

New Vork and Boston. At the end of four

years the young manstarted in business for

himself in à small room of the building then

occupied by the POBIIC LEDGER oft Phila-

deéelphia. Hére he was both industrious and

successful, and growing by this time to be
Knownand to make friends, he was presently

offered a partnership in the house of R. P.
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Péterson & Co., publishers, the firm becom-

ing thereafter Childs G Péterson. In his

newW and responsible position, Mr. Childs

did not fail to make the most excellent use

of the good qualities which had thus far so

mateérially aided in his advancementin lfe.
Endowed with an intuitive taste and appa-—

rently instinctive judgment in the selection

of works for publication, his choice in this

direction fell upon some of the most salable

and profitable books which have ever been

published in the UVnited States, and which

wentfar to establish the fortunes of the firm

of Qhilds G Peterson. Among such may be

named-“ Dr. Kane's Arctic Pxplorations,“
and a book by Parson Brownlow. The

work called “Familiar Science's was,

rough Mr. Childs's energy and tact,

pushed to a sale ot 200,000 copies, gaining a

footing in schools which it has held eyen up

to the present time. For a dozen years or

more Mr. Childs continued in the publishing

business, the house issuüng during this period
such important works as “Bouvier's Law

Dictionary,“ and “Iustitutes of Ameérican

Law,“ “PFletcher's Brazil,“ and, most im-

portant of all, Dr. S. A. Allibone's *Dic-

tionary of English and American Authors,“
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Which, with special courtesy and a due sense

of appreciation, was dedicated by its dis-

tinguished author to Mr. Ohilds hiwsel.

It would appear, from what we can learn

from Ar. CQhilds's own assertions and those

of his friends from boyhood upward, that

his first and last matérial ambition was

to own and control a daily newspaper in a

leading city. The Philadelphia PoOBIIC

ILRDGER, which had now existed for twenty-

eight years, had by 1864 reached and passed

the turning point ot its existence. For many

years a successful andstill a valuable journal,

circumstances had brought about a material

change in its aftfairs, to that extent that at

the time to which we allude it was in the

market. Against the advice of his friends,

Mr. Childs purchased the LRDGuR. His

first move in its conduct was a revolutionary

one. Despite the change in prices and

values which the progress of events, and the

War of the Rebeéllion among them, had

brought about, the proprietors of the

LEDGæR had held their paper at the same

rates both for subscription and advertising

under vhich it had been published for so

many years. Latterly, they had been losing

money with frightful rapidity, and it was
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naturally considered aà rasb and dangeérous

step, when, on entering into the proprietor⸗

ship of this journal, Mr. Childs at once

doubled the price of his paper and advanced

the rates of advertising to what he deemed

just compensation for the advantages which

he offered. The immediate result of this

action was, of course, to drive away in somé

measure both subscribers and advyértisers;

hut, as the course of the paper under its new

management beéecame indicated, these came

back to it, bringing in their train others,

until there opened an influx of moneétary

success, which has continued up to the

present tĩme without varying, and which

promises to continue in the future.

The policy of the Lupou, since Mr.

Childs has owned and controlled it, has

been of à character to be described in aà very

few words. In the first place, it has been

undeviatingly high-toned in its character,

scorning the low moral standard which so

widely obtains among the press of the United

States, with a straightforward integrity otf

purpose that ĩs characteristic ot ĩts proprietor.

Again, it has striven to treat such subjects,

and such only, as were within the line

which divides the real interest of the public
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from that which is factitious. Finally, in

its method of handling the questions of the

day, it has followed the plan of treating each

of these on its own merits, and without bias,

or regard for personal opinion orcriticism.

In its interior management, Mr. Childs

has neverfailed to introduce into the LEDGEBR

establishment all improyements and inven-

tions which, in his judgment, weéere calcu-

lated either to facilitate the business of his

paper, or to advance the comfort andinter-

ests of his employés. On June 20, 1867, the

POBMIOC LEBDGER took possession of a large

puilding especially constructed for its pur-

poses, standing at the southwest corner of

Sixth and Chestnut Stréets, Philadelphia.

EPrécted and fitted under his owWwn personal

direction, this building became a model

printing-house; probably in all respects the

most perfect and complete establisbwent of

the kind in the world. Heére, where Ar.

Obilds had full direction and control in car-

rying out his own plans, he deyoted himself

to axrangements calculated to enable those

in his employment to work in a mannerthe

most agreeable and most healthtful to them-

selves, as well as with a proper consideration

for the prosecution of the duties vhich should
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devolvye upon them in adyancing his own in-

terests and those of the important journal in

his charge. MAr. Ohilds's- private offtee on

the first Hoor of the building is, perhaps, the

most béautifully designed and eélegantly fur-

nished business-room in the world.

Thus far, we havé consideéred Mr. OQhilds

in his accumulative capacity alone. It will

bpecomeé us now to look upon him in his cha-

racter of a man ot large wealth, with a view

to seeing in what light he presents himself in

his employment thereof. Méeare told in the

proyerb that“ Sweéet are the uses of adver-

sity.““ This is a proposition which need not

be gainsaid, yet with vhat added sweetness

should become the uses of prosperit to those

Who have gained unto themselves itsmany

possible adyantages! In this country, where,

according to one oft its most distinguished

politcal economists, *the rich are growing

richerx while the poor are growing poorer,“

ve do not meeét so frequently as would be

desirable those of the one class who avail

emselves ot their advantages for the beneſit

of the other. Andsince it is in this üght

Wat the ife of George W. Ohilds most be-

comeshim,it is fitting that the good which

possession of wealth has bpeen made, through
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his genérosity, to yield to the poor and un-—

fortunate, should be set forth in any account

of his life. In the direction of the many

hundred persons in his employment,it is a

matter of public notoriety in the city where

he Lves that Mr. Childs has dispensed a

geneérosity whbich is as boundless as it is

appreciative. It is not every newspaper

publisher who presents his employés with

lifeinsurance policies, deals out festivals and

amusement to them unsparingly on each re—

curring holiday, regards their health and

weltfare as he eéexpects them to regard their

duty during their lüfetime, and, when they

die, supplies them with a burial-place. Net

these things are precisely what Mr. Ohilds

has been accustomed to do for those employxed

in the oftfice of the Philadelphia LRDGER.

These are, to be sure, benefits, Knowledge

of which may readily be widespread, and,

of course, not to the disadyantage of the one

who confers them; but not alone by this

method of benevolence has Mr. Childs dis-

tinguished himself. In the matter of personal

charity, and under circumstances where pub—

licity was the last thing that could be ex-

pected, iſ it were hoped for, Mr. CQhilds has

a reputation among those who know him

best whichis without parallel.



As to the ordinary ways of appropriating

money for charitable purposes, probably no

man in the country receives nearly so many

applications as he, and it is seldom that he

rejects or refuses any that are really deserv-

ing. Fordevising original methods ot grati-

fying those who are seldom gratified he is no
less noted. By sending entire charitable in-

stitutions on pleasure excursions, by throw-

ing open to those who are poor and unaccus-

tomed to them, amusements, the memory of

which proves perhaps the brightest reflection

in their lives.by a thousand and one such

devices, Mr. Childs has made his name hon-

orably known, not only in the city where he
Lves and where naturally the wost ot his

wealth is dispensed, but throughout the

country, and even abroad.
But there are moreé ways of dispensing

wealth to public ad yantage than by charity

alone. By fréely opening his eélegant resi-

dences in hospitality to visitors from foreign

lands, Mr. Childs has doubtless done much

for the credit of his country in this particu-

lar, while he has brought about associations

amongdistingnished personages which could
scarcely fail to inure to the public beneſit in

some way. Probably no such gathering of

distinguisbed and notable people was ever
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collected tôõgether in the parlors of a private

citizen in this country as meêt byinvitation

at Mr. Childs's Philadelphia residence on the

evening of May 10th, 1876, the day of tbhe
opening of the Centennial Exhibition in

Philadelphia. On this occasion there were

présent Preéesident Grant, with his wife; all

the members of his Cabinet, with their

wives; thhe Ohief Justice and Associated

Justices of the Supreme Court of the United

States, and their wives; the Empéror and

Empreéess of Brazil; the Diplomatie and other

representatives of Great Britain, Francéeé,

Spain, Austria, Prussia, Russia, Italy, Bel-

gium, Turkey, Japan, China, and other

powers of Rurope and Asia; the governors
of Maine, New Hampshire, Massachusétts,

Rhode Island, Kentucky, Pennsylyania,

New Jersey, Delaware, and Maryland, with

their staff officers; leading menbers of the

United States Senate and House of Repre—

sentatives; Generals Sherman, Shéridan,

Hancock, MeDowell; Admirals Porter,
Rowan, Scott, Lardner, Turner, Jenkins,

Alden; OCentennial Judges and Commis-

sioners from foreign countries and the Vnited

States; famous military and naval officers,

eminent judges, leading lawyers, prominent

divines, presidents of colleges, authors,
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journalists, artists; in fact,men famous in

every branch of professional and private life.
And this instance, except in the remarkable

compreéhensiveness of its scope, as to the

guests, meérely illustrates the rule in Mr.

Ohilds's social Ife. Scarcely a prominent
visitor from abroad arrives in this country

vwho is not furnished with letters of intro-

duction to Mr. Olilds, and entertained by

him. Compare such genérous courtesy to

the representatives of foreign aristocracy,

weéealth, and intelligence, with the refinement

of delicate appreciation which induced Mr.

Childs, during the continuance of the CGenten-
nial, to furnisb with the meéeansto visit the

great fair not only numbers of ppoor women

vwho would otherwise not have seen it, but

also as many as two thousand children who,

through Mr. Ohilds's liberality, were sent

happyhéarted to the wonderful Exhibition

at Fairmount, and furnished with good din-

ners while there enjoying the show. Ohuil-

dren of the Philadelphia Deaf and Dumb

Asylum, the Church Homée, and those of

other public institutions of that city were

thus favored, and in the case of the House

of Reſuge, it lustrates the péculiar quality

of his thoughtfulness that he made a spécial

request that its inmates should be permitted
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to lay off the uniform, which is their badge,

while visiting the Exposition, and wear new

suits to be supplied and paid for by him. It

is in his peculiar happy faculty for discrimi-

nation in the awarding of his benefits and in

his meéethods of düstribution, as much as in the

lavishness with which he yields upto pub—

Uc and private uses such a large portion of

his fortune,at Mr. Childs is specially dis-
tinguished. Not an unsuitable illustration

oſf this characteristic, possibly, was his gift

of a memorial window in Weéestminster Ab-

bey in honor of the poets George Herbert

and WMilliam Cowper. This munificent gift

was merely occasioned by the reéceipt on the

part of Mr. Childs of a circular from the

committeéee of English gentlemen who had

the matter in hand.

In considering this instance of the refine—

ment of genérosity, it Should be remembeéred

hat itustrates the patriotism of the man,

no less than hisüÜberal impulses. The plac-

ing of an élegant stained glass meworial

window in WMestminster Abbey—the shrine

of all the memories that by the English-

speaking population of the world are held

déearest-was a truly graceful act, associating

thèé Américan péeople with their English
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prethren in à most genérous and wost ſitting

tribute to names the world delights to honor.

At the time of the appointmentotits oſſi-

cial representatives at the Centennial PxXxpo-

sition, the British Government honored Mr.

Qhilds by designatins him to the service

refexred to in the following highly compl-

mentary acknowledgment on the part of

the Duke of Richmond and Gordon, Lord

President of the Council:⸗-

[Copx.]
LoXNDpox,

Ath Junuduru, 1877.

Stß: Lhave héard with much pleasure from Colonel

Sandford of the valuable and important assistance you

have rendered me, as one of the Honorarx Commis-

sioners for Great Britain, her Colonies and Dépenden-

cies, at the Philadélphia International Exhibition of

1876.

It will gratify youn to Know that Her Mag esty's Gov-

eérnment have expressed their highest approval of the

administration of the British section, towards the suc-

cess of which in Améerica you have been good enough

so much to contribute.

Ihavyeé the honorto be, six, your obedient servant,

(Signed) RICEMOND AND GORDoN.

GEORGE W. CIILDS, Esq.,

Honorary Commissioner for the United Kingdom.

As to the sentiment with which Mr. Childs

is regarded abroad, Colonel Joln W. Forney

says of im: *WMhenJcarried letters from

him to Europe in 1867, his name wasa talis-
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man, and it was pleasant to see how a noble-

man like the Duke of Buckingham honored

the endorsement of an Américan who thirty

years before was a poor boy.“ To be thus

esteemed at home and abroad; to be regarded

as a benefactor by the poor, and valued as a
friend by the rich; to wield generously, and

with vivid appreciation of the relations which

obtain in this life, the influences of vast and

increasing wealth; to do all this while one

lves is to rear certainly the most enduring

and possibly the most satisfactorymonument

of fame which it is given to men to exbibit

before posterity. It is said of Mr. Childs that

whlile stil young he set before himselt as the

intention and ambition of his future, “the

accumulation of riches, not for himselt alone,

but to make others happy during and after

his life.“ At the age of forty-seven Mr.
OChilds sees one-half of this scheme of his

life completed, and the other half so far ad-

vanced toward accomplishmentthatit needs

only to conclude it after its author's ĩnten-

tion, the final seal and inscription which are

set upon evyery man's doings, and which, it

is to be hoped in the interests of humanity,

may be long ere they come to GRoRGn W.

OILDS.


